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A TREATISE ON PRAYER, BY THE REV. E. BICKERSTETH. 


In our number for May, this book was noted with some com- 
mendations from a Northern Periodical. Differing trom that writer 
in some respects, we would remark, that the work is well adapted 
to remiad us of the obligation and the advantages of prayer, and in 
a very impressive manner, of the imperfections which attend the ap- 
proaches of the best mortals to the high and Holy Ove. ‘The know- 
ledge of human nature which the author developes, the earnestness 
with which he recommends his very important subject, and the hu- 
mility with which he acknowledges the errors of his own “holy 
things,” entitle him to our respect, and must render his work use- 
ful to the discriminating reader. But we couceive that his forms of 
prayer cannot bear a comparison with those in other publications, in 
particular inthe New Manual, Bishop Andrews’ Devotions,and The 
New Week's Preparation, and that they are too little assimilated ia 
thought and expression to that high standard the Liturgy of our 
Church. We were the less surprised at his failure, in this respect, 
when we adverted to his preference for extempore worship, and 
we have no doubt that the preparing of forms of prayer, and the 
deep study of those forms with which the wise and pious of differ- 
ent ages and countries have blessed mankind, are exercises to which 
he is little accustomed. 

In preparing this article, however, our chief object isto caution our 
members against certain errors (for such we think good Churchmen 
will regard them,) in this American edition of the work before us.* 
The author sets forth, not very strongly, however, the advantages 
of our Liturgy : but the American editor places in juxta-position, a 
note to show that what is called extempore prayer, is to be preferred, 
or rather that a prayer prepared by one person, will probably be bet- 
ter adapted to “ the wants and circumstances of the worshippers,” 
than a prayer prepared by the collective wisdom of the Church. He 
also maintains, that “the prayers recorded in the Scriptures” are aot 
forms, because ‘they were evidently suggested by the circumstances 
in which they (who used them,) were placed, and were adapted to 
the exigencies of the occasion on which’ they were offered ;” that is, 
the Lord’s Prayer is not a form, because it was suggested by the 


* We refer to the Richmond edition, 12238. 
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circumstances of those who asked him to teach them to pray, and 
was adapted to their exigencies. We would take leave to ask, also 
if the prayer, Acts iv. 24, &c. must not have been precomposed, 
since itis said, “they litted up their voice to God with one accord.” 
When our Lord speaks of agreeing on earth, as touching any thing 
they shall ask, (Matt. xviii. 19.) and St. Paul, of gloiifving God 
with one mouth, Rom. xv. 6.) they could not have referred to ex- 
tempore prayer. We may add that the use of the Psalms, in the 
Hebrew Church, clearly shows that forms can be adapted to the 
Wants and circumstances of successive generations of worshippers, 
Aud we would ask, why a form of prayer may not be adapted to the 
exigencies of the congregation, just as well as a form of mstruction, 
which we have in the Bible, can be so adapted. But we shall vot 
stop to arguethis old question. The little book entitled, * the Black- 
gtoith’s Letters,” will settle it to the satisfaction of every impartial 
mind. We will only remark, that even if the Apostles did pray ex- 
tempore, they were inspired men, and therefore not liable to those 
errors to which others not so gifted are exposed. Mr. Bicker- 
steth is a professed friend to forms of prayer in public worship, 
though he prefers an extempore prayer in family worship, perceiy- 
ing a difference in the cases, which we confess we cannot perceive, 
for a family is nothing more than a small congregation, and indeed 
there are families, including, of course, the domestics, which are 
larger than some of our congregations. Among the Jews, ten per- 
sons were considered sufficient to justify the building of a syna- 
gogue in their neighbourhood. But while Mr. B. wishes to be recog- 
nized as the approver of the decision of his Church, in relation to 
forms of prayer, we think the whole tendency of his work is to dis- 
parage them. In favor of a liturgy he gives us about three pages, 
whereas remarks tending to create a preference for a different mode 
of worship are scattered throughout his work. Thus page 35: 
“There are pious persons of very poor attainments in other re- 
spects, without learuing or human acquirements, in the very lowest 
stations of life, who, asking for the aid of the Holy Spirit, can, with 
the greatest propriety of expression, the deepest reverence, and an 
uninterrupted fluency of words, pour out their souls to God, and edify 
their families and their neighbours.” If this writer is correct in sup- 
posing that the Holy Spirit, in the present age, confers gifts, and vot 
merely graces, that he is the author of propriety of expression and 
fluency, would it not be best to discontinue the use of our Liturgy, 
for surely he will not say that the Minister may not be thus assist- 
ed, as well as the father of a family, in his social devotions. 

That the author does hold that the gifts of the spirit have not 
ceased, appears also from the following remark, p. 156: “ To 
some, God has evidently given the spirit of grace and supplication, 
so that they can, after some practice and experience, pour out with 
ease and fluency the continued and refreshing stream of holy feel- 
ings and ardent devotion. This gift is bestowed on them for the 
benefit of others, and they ought freely to use it. It is also a gift 
which may be more generally attained than is commonly supposed.” 
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We have here evidently the old puritan notion, that extempore 
prayers are sometimes inspired, that is, the thoughts and language 
are, as those in the Bible, of Divine origin. If this doctrine be 
tenable, then we say, let us be dove with a Liturgy at once. And 
we are only surprised that Mr. Bickersteth, holding such views, 
does not endeavour to reform his Church in this particular. Page 
62, he quotes from Bishop Wilkins: * For any one to sit down aud 
satisfy himself with this book prayer, or prescribed form, as to go 
no farther, this were still to remain in his infancy, and not to grow 
up in his new nature. This would be as if a man who had once 
need of crutches, should always afterwards make use of them, and 
so necessitate himself to a continual impotency.” We care not by 
what authority these sentiments and expressions are supported ; but 
we conceive it would be difficult to pen a passage more adapted to 
make the unreflecting reader think contemptuously of forms of 
prayer, and almost tempt him to indulge in ridicule against them. 
To these sarcasms about “ book prayer,” and “crutches,” it is a 
triumphant answer that our blessed Lord did not disdain to use the 
Book of Psalms, and to utter the aspirations of his devout soul, we 
may add, at his most devout moments, even on the cross, in expres 
sions which the piety of former ages had sanctified. He, at 
least, did aot conceive that the offering of the heart was less ac- 
ceptable to God, or less sincere and ardent, because it availed itself 
of what these wise men are pleased to call a‘“*crutch.” ‘“* He who 
spuke as never man spake,” (says Horne,) “ chose to conclude his 
life, to solace himself in his greatest agony, and at last to breathe 
out his soul, in the Psalmists’ form of words, rather than his own.” 

In page 150, our author quotes Milner: “It is acknowledged 
that many are unfit for such an undertaking; (viz. to pray extem- 
pore,) but we have good and sound forms of prayer, easily procured, 
which you may make use of on these occasions ;”’ that is, if you can- 
not pray extempore, you may use a form. ‘The formeris of course 
preferable. The latter will do, if you cannot do better. Such is 
the evident scope of the passage. And to the same effect, page 239: 
“The writer’s design has been to induce his readers generally, to 
pray in private and in the family, without forms. Yet as this work 
may fall into the hands of many to whom this, from various causes, 
would not be practicable, he adds a few forms of prayer.” 

It is surprising that one so averse to forms, who regards the use 
of them as indicative of Jow attainments in piety, should be favour- 
able to a Liturgy. But this anomaly is probably to be attributed to 
the force of early impressions, and confirmed habit. 


—————-- 


Justification by Faith.—In the celebrated work entitled “‘ The God- 
ly and pious institution of a Christian man,” justifiation, (remarks 
Shepard,) is declared to be granted through the merits of our Saviour, 
and no good works performed by us can procure God's favour. Still, 
justification depends upon conditions, that we are to perform; such 
4s trust in God, and obedience to the commands ef Christ. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 


Every Churchman who loves his Prayer-Book, will read with 
great delight the following admirable description of this holy, and 
veuerated volume, which, I trust, through the Spirit of Grace, has 
led many a pious Christian to the throne of God. I have transcrib- 
ed it from the (London) Christian Remembrancer, for May, 1829. It 
forms the concluding paragraph of a review of sundry proposed al- 
terations in the Liturgy of the Church of England. F. F. 


** Next to the Bible, we hold the Book of Common Prayer to be, as 
it is,incomparably the very best book that ever issued from the press. 
Yes, this venerable manual of pure devotion, solemn without being 
dull, comprehensive without being vague, particular without beiug 
tediously minute, sublime without being bombastic; pure in its doc- 
trines, perspicuous in its language, decent in its ceremonies, exact 
in its method ; warm, yet not enthusiastic ; diversified, yet not per- 
plexed ; orthodox, yet not polemical; pathetic, yet not puerile; 
‘every where sedate, yet oftentimes affecting :’ yes, this venerable 
manual of pure devation, as it now is, needs no change to recom- 
mend it to our taste, or to endear it to our affections; and it is 
amongst our most fervent petitions to the merciful author of our be- 
ing, that he would give us grace to use it as we ought, so that we 
may meekly hear his word, and receive it with pure affection, and 
bring forth the fruits of the spirit. Amen.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


NOTICE OF A REMARK IN THE WASHINGTON THEOLOGICAL 
REPERTORY. 


On reading in the Repertory, for Nov. p. 503, the following sen- 
tence: ‘ The comparative imbecility, want of activity, and exer- 
tion in the Old English Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
patronized by the government, and by the whole Church of course, 
afford an illustration,” &c, I could not but ask myself: can this 
writer be aware of the great, | may say the incalculable debt of 
gratitude, which the Episcopal Church in this country owes to the 
Society which he thus disparages? Is not the condition of our 
Church itself the best proof, that the Society was not “ imbecile,” 
inactive, or inefficient” And if a doubt should exist as to its being 
nbt weary in well doing, Bishop Heber’s testimony must dispel it. 
“ The several Societies connected with our Church, partook large- 
ly of his regard and active support, particularly the venerable ‘ So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” whose 

neral cause, as connected with their central establishment of 
Bishop's College, he had suecessfully pleaded,” &c. Who has done 
so much in the cause of missions as Bishop Heber, and was not he 
essentially aided by this “ imbecile” Society? It does seem to me, 





— © 


- * as mh 


CT immrisa “ sto a Se ee 


5S 2s o 





ac mS 











1829.] Religious Growth. 298 


that Americans should be the last persons to speak harshly of an in- 
stitution by whose benevolence their Church was planted, and so 
long nursed. The following extract trom Dalcho’s Historical Ac- 
count of the Church in South Carolina, ought to be mouitory on 
the subject. 

“The exertions of this Society in the service of religion, deserve 
the warmest praise of every Christian, and the gratitude of every 
Churchman in America. Their expenses in supporting Missiona- 
ries, Catechists, and Schoolmasters in the American Colonies, 
were, probably, greater than is generally known. We are not in 
possession of all their abstracts, and, therefore, cannot ascertain, 
precisely, the total amount of their expenditure. Their labours 
were continued through a period of sixty-four years in South-Ca- 
rolina, and seventy-four years in the other Provinces, down to the 
war. We have only the expenditures of thirty of these years.— 
During this period, the amount was £103,084 10 sterling, of which, 
£5960 sterling, were expended in the neighbourhood of Charles- 
Town: If we take these years as a ratio of the whole, then their 
expenditure was, in the aggregate , £254,275 2 sterling, equal to 
$1,128,931 44; and in South-Carolina, £12714 13 4, equal to 
$56,453 12. In the 1771, they had in the American Colonies, 
ninety-six Missionaries, Catechists, and Schoolmasters. 

Beside this astonishing liberality, and Christian benevolence, a 
considerable sum was annually expended in religious books for dis- 
tribution among the people, and in each parish, Libraries, consisting 
of about 165 volumes, were founded for the use of the Missiona- 
ries. From the first formation of the Society, to the year 1728, 
they had distributed by their Missionaries in the American Colo- 
nies, upwards of 8000 volumes of religious books; and 100,000 
Tracts of Devotion and Instruction. In South-Carolina alone, 
they distributed, during that period, upwards of 2000 volumes of 
religious works, and of small tracts, unbound, to the amount of 
more than £300 stg.” E. C. 


-— — 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
RELIGIOUS GROWTH. 


When shall religion be embraced, in childhood, in youth, in man- 
hood, or advanced age? I answer, in childhood ; nay, even in in- 
fancy, under the present improved condition of the world. “ Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”* He then becomes in advanced life, a religious 
character, and draws after him, by his example and his precept, 
many to the mansions of eternal safety. Succeeding generations 


* It has been a common remark, that, to acquire a correct knowledge of the 
French language, it must be learnt in early life, so as to have it as it were, ingrafted 
in the subject, that fluency and ease may be attained. Soit is with religion ; sown 
young, the mind’s soil is new, and by culture will bring forth successfully. 
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will reverence his pious memory, and will likewise endeavour to 
promote the glory of his master, who is in heaven. 

If religion be not given to us by our parents in our childhood, can 
it be as easily and successfully imparted at any subsequent period? 
Tthink not. Youth has its allurements and its pleasures, which 
the fashion of the world calls innocent; vicissitades of health, of 
danger, and death, Manhood, its cares and its interests; and old 
age, the covetous anxiety which uniformly attends it. ‘ Beware of 
covetousness,’’ said the Divine Saviour, * for a man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he may possess.” Reli- 
gion is wanting to dissipate care, and give solace to life. Cannot 
religion then be acquired in youth? Yes! Ifa young man earn- 
estly seeks for the assistance of the Spirit of Grace, and associates 
with persons who have been religiously educated, his religion will 
grow with his growth, and strengthen with his strength; although 
the world may scoff, and Satan exert all his wiles against 1t. 

Can religion be embraced as readily in manhood as in youth ?~ 
No! Youth, under proper guidance, will receive as readily the im- 
pressions of virtue and religion, as of profligacy and vice. The pride 
of manhood, and the silly conceit of personal independence, even 
with respectto God, offer many obstacles to a profession of religion 
at this age. ‘The world has entirely engrossed the individual, the 
cares of life now increase with his growth in the world, and religion 
has no opportunity of sharing a portion of his thoughts; unless, 
indeed, happily for him, some storm has gathered over his pros- 
pects, or death, perhaps, has come into his family, and has caused 
him to sit in solemn abstract silence, to meditate, probably, over the 
virtues of the deceased, to reflect on the insufficiency of earthly 
enjoyments, to give real happiness to a rational soul. 

He now, perhaps, for the first time, begins to realize the declara- 
tion of the preacher: “ Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” —Perhaps 
he may have occasion to say, “ the dearest treasure of my heart, 
my lovely, my interesting child, lies there a corpse! My fortune, 
ample as it is, affords me uo delight, while grief and sorrow cor- 
rode my heart! but when time shall have soothed my sorrows, shall 
I not call my child to remembrance? Shall I not think of what 
she has been; where she is now, and where myself may soun be? 
Shall I forget the disguised mercy and love of my God in afflicting 
me? Ohno! May I not be called to learn by the afflictive dispen- 
sations of his Providence, that riches and every earthly enjoyment, 
take to themselves wings and flee away? Perhaps I may live long 
enough to experience a reverse of fortune, and to see every thing iu 
ruin around me. And, perhaps these things may teach me to look 
for the “* treasure, which is in heaven, which neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal.” 
I may live to feel a sense of this precept, “seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” It may be, however, that in advancing through man- 
hood to old age, we have felt nothing of adverse fortune ; but have 

lived in all the comforts and enjoyments of domestic life. Theo t 
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will ask; do all these things necessarily interrupt the sincere profes- 
sion of religion? They certainly ought not. Bounteous heaven has 
bestowed its bles-ings to encourage us to look up to the author of 
every good and perfect gift, and to adore the hand which supplies 
us from day to day with all our wants. He thus invites us with his 
blessings, and cills us by many acts of his Providence to come unto 
him with confidence and love. Why, then, are we so indifferent to 
our duty, and our own best interests, as seldom, or never, perhaps, 
to think upon God, and the awtul scenes of eternity? Shall old 
age at Jast bring us to a just seuse of our religious obligations? I 
answer, ask the old man, whether he can see as clearly as in former 
days, even the light of nature?) Ask him what are his greatest con- 
cerns, as he has neglected religion? He will tell you that he loves 
the world, which is quite good enough for him; though in his in- 
creasing years, he lives in constant apprehension of falling into 
want, though his wauts are daily decreasing. Miserable man! to 
liv: without joy, and perhaps to die without hope. He may, proba- 
bly, have a few religious friends, who enter into his feelings, and 
would fain comfort him with the joys which are to be had in another 
and a better world Like the good Samaritan, they would pour 
oi! and wine into the wounds which the world has made; and they 
would tell him, what he already knows from experience, that as 
earthly things recede from his view, they leave a joyless blank in 
his heart. Still there is hope if he wiil but embrace it. Although his 
life is waning, and an awful day is at hand, yet there may be time 
to make his peace with God. But still further, if he should possess 
wealth, which he is now about to leave forever, and on which he 
had placed a false and fatal value, how keenly must the reflection 
occur to his mind, that as he 1s old, and infirm, and perhaps, peevish, 
there would not be many to grieve that the had fallen into his na- 
tive dust, while there probably would be others who would riot on 
the wealth which he had not the spirit to use. In this situation, 
may we not ask him, if he has not found all the calculations of his 
former days to be visionary and deceitful? Whether he has an 

prospect of happiness before him in another world? And now, 
when riches can avail him nothing, to what source he will apply for 
comfort? His resource can only be the humble religion of the 
Divine Saviour, which he had before derided, but which now speaks 
to him in whispers, that even at the eleventh hour, the labourer in 
God’s vineyard may acceptably serve him! In this has the Al- 
mighty shown his infinite mercy and goodness to sinful men.— 
Draw near then, old man, while your faculties are still sufficient 
for unfeigned repentance. ‘ Draw near with faith” to the altar of 
your God. Press to your lips the hallowed cup presented you by 
God your Saviour. Let your few remaining days be devoted to his 
service, in the utmost sincerity and contrition of heart. Rest not 
your hope on the popular opinion, that God will not punish those 
Who offend him; but repose all your confidence and your hopes, 
in the vicarious sacrifice of him, who can save to the uttermost, all 


who earnestly, and uninterruptedly call upon him. A LAYMAN. 
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PROM THE CHURCH REGISTER. 


ROMANISM. 


Some twelve or fifteen years ago, a “ Profession of Catholic Faith” 
was published by a Romish Clergyman of Baltimore, in which 
all the essentials of the old creed of that denomination were embo- 
died. Whether this profession continued in authority at the pre- 
sent day, I was uncertain, till | saw it reprinted in a recent account 
of the reception of two ladies into the Romish Church, after re. 
nouncing their Protestant heterodozy. The occurrence took place 
in the principal Church in Dublin, and was conducted under the 
superintendeuce of the “Superior” ofthat Church. Of course, the 
creed recited on that occasion may be regarded as the profession, 
in 1829, of that Church, and even of the Romanists who would re- 
commend her most earnestly to public good will. This creed or 
profession is contained in the following extract from the “Phila- 
delphia Gazette,” July 11th, 1829: 


** Superior.—You are now called upon to make a profession of 
faith in those articles uf belief on which Luther and the Heresiarclis 
of the sixteenth century, separated from the Church of God. ‘Lhe 
first and second regard the rule of faith as received by Protestants. 
The sole rule of faith of Protestants, if there be any, according to 
their doctrine, is, that the Scriptures, interpreted by their «wa private 
judgment, isto be their only guide in the important matters of reli- 
gion. The Church, as | emphatica ly call that religious congrega- 
tion of which we are humble members, and which bas ever been in 
communion with the See of Rome—guided by her Founder, aud 
assisted by Holy Spirit, has ever held the unwritten word of God 
in equal veneration with the Sacred Scriptures handed down to us 
by the inspired writers. This she calls Apostolical Tradit on, and 
she requires all in her communion to profess their readiness stead- 
fastly to admit and embrace it. Founded upon the authority vested 
in her by the Lord Jesus Christ, the Church calls upon the faithtul 
to submit their limited judgments to the true. sense and interpreta- 
tions of the Scriptures, as expounded by her, and supported by the 
unanimous consent of the Fathers. Having, then, admitted a visi- 
ble authority, against which we are told by the Divine truth “ the 
gates of hell cannot prevail,” and resting with security on the Di- 
vine promises, I shall detail minutely the other articles in which 
you will be called upon to profess your belief. 

(Here the Superior explained the belief of the Church on the fol- 
lowing controvered points:—T he existence and utility of seven Sa- 
craments—the doctrine, as defined by the Council of Trent, con- 
cerning Original Sin and Justification—the Real Presenee of Christ 
in the Sacrament— 7yransubstantiation, and the Sacrifice of the 
Mass—the doctrine of Purgatory—the Invocation of Saints—the 
power of Indulgences—the Spiritual Supremacy of the See of Rome— 
the authority of the decisions of the general Councils, and the ne- 
cessity of submission to them.) 
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The converts here repeated distinctly the following creed: 

“[ most steadfastly admit and embrace apustolicai and ecclesi- 
astical traditions, and all other observances and constitutions of the 
Church. 

“J also admit the Holy Scriptures according to that sense which 
our Holy Mother the Church has held and does hold, to which it 
belongs to judge of the true sense and interpretation of the Serip- 
tures ; neither will I take and interpret them otherwise than accord- 
ing to the unanimous consent of the Fathers. 

“I also profess that there are truly and properly seven Sacraments 

of the new law instituted by Jesus Christ our Lord, and necessary 
for the salvation of mankind, though not all for every one: To 
wit, Baptism, Confirmation, E ucharist, Penance, Extreme t ctl, 
Order, and Matrimony, and that they confer grace: And that of these, 
Baptism, ss onfirmation, and Order, cannot be reiterated without sa- 
crilege. I also receive and admit the received and approved cere- 
monies of the Catholic Church in the solemn administration of all 
the aforesaid sacraments. 

*“] embrace and receive all and every one of the things which 
have been defined and declared inthe Holy Council of Trent, con- 
cerning original sin and justification. 

we profess, likewise, that in the Mass there is offered to God, a 
true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead. 
And that in the most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, there is truly, 
really and substantially, the body and blood, together with the soul 
and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ; and that there is made a 
conversion of the whole substance of the bread into the body, and 
of the whole substance of the wine into the blood, which conver- 
sion the Catholic Church calls Vransubstantiation. I also confess 
that under either kind alone, Christ is received whole and entire, 
and a true sacrament. 

“] constantly hold that there is a Purgatory, and that the souls 
therein detained are helped by the suffrages of the faithful. 

* Likewise, that the Saints, reigning together with Christ, are to 
be honoured and invoked, and that they offer prayers to God for us, 
and that their relics are to be respected. 


“I most firmly assert that the images of Christ, of the Mother of 


God, ever Virgin, and also of other Saints, may be had and retain- 
ed, and that due honour and veneration are to be given them. 

* T also affirm that the power of Indulgences was left by Christ to 
the Church, and that the use of them is most wholesome to the 
Christian people. 

“T acknowledge the Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church for 
the Mother and Mistress of all other Churches ; and I promise true 
obedience to the Bishop of Rome, successor tu St. Peter, Prince of 
the Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Christ. 

“TI likewise undoubtedly receive und profess all other things de- 
livered, defined and declared by the sacred Canons and general 
Councils, and particularly by the Holy Council of Trent; and J 
condemn, reject and anathematize, all things contrary thereto : ; and 
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all heresies, whatsoever, condemued, rejected and anathematized 
by the Church. 

“This true Catholic faith, without which none can be saved, | 
do at this momeut freely profess and sereuely hold: and I promise 
most constantly to retain and confess the same entire, unviolated 
with Gud’s assistance, to the end of my life.” 


This creed, I have said, embraces all the essentials of old fashion- 
ed Romanism. To prove this at large, would wore than fill the 
“hurch Negister ;” it would make a folio. I must, therefore, be 
content with a very few brief hints. 

The allowance of 7raditions, which add to Scripture, and often 
contradict it, keeps the door open for all kinds of superstition and 
unsound doctrine. The ill success of the old Jews shvuld be a suf- 
ficient warning in this matter; they “made the word of God of none 
elfect through their traditions.” 

Of there being seven Sacraments, there is not room here to say 
any thing. But as to the declaration, * I receive and admit the re- 
ceived and approved ceremonies of the Catholic Church in the so- 
lemu administration of all the aforesaid sacraments,” the following 
extract from an excellent author, is worthy of perusal. It will give 
a specimen of these *‘ ceremonies.” 


‘‘For instance, I approve of the Priest’s gently blowing thiree 
times on the face of the child, and saying, ‘depart trom him, or 
her, thou unclean spirit, and give place to the Holy Spirit, the ( om- 
forter.” Consequently, every child is possessed of the devil. I ap- 
prove of the ceremony of putting salt, after it is blessed, into the 
mouth of the child, the Priest saying, ‘ receive the salt of wisdom: 
let it be to thee a propitiation to eternal life.’ I approve of the 
benediction of the salt, in these words: ‘ 1] exorcise thee, thou crea- 
ture of salt, in the name of God the Omnipotent Father, and in the 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the virtue of the Holy Spint,”* 
&c. with four more crosses. The office then proceeds, ‘ Therefore 
we beg of Thee, O Lord our God, to sanctify and bless this crea- 
ture of salt, that it may become a perfect medicine, to all reci 
pients, remaining in their bowels, in the name of the same Lord 
Jesus Christ, &c. In this benediction, the cross is used nine 
times. The Priest then proceeds, after a prayer, to drive the devil 
out of the child, which he does with much facility, and with no 
great parade of words. I also approve of the spittle ceremony, 
‘ Let the Priest take of the spittle of his mouth, and touch the ears 
and nostrils of the infant, and when he touches the right and left 
ear, let him say, Ephphata, be thou opened. Let him touch the 
nostrils, saying, ‘For a sweet smelling savour. [The spittle ob- 
serve!] But do thou, O devil, be putto flight,’ ” &c. 


As one illustration of the Romish doctrine of justification, I quote 
the following prayer, used on the above occasion, by the reverend 


Superior.” 
* See the Roman Ritual, published by order of Paul V. Pont. Max. 





ay 
en 
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‘* May the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the merits of the 


blessed Mary, ever Virgin, and of all the Saints, aud of whatsoever: 


good you have done, or misfortune you have endured, be for you 
unto the remission of your sins, the increase of divine grace, and the 
reward of eternal life. Amen.” 


From this we learn that the merits of Saints, and even of the sin- 
ner’s own good deeds and sufferings “are to him unto the remission 
of his sins,” &c. Now Scripture says, “ not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to God’s mercy (mere mer- 
cy) he saved us ;” the Cfiurch of Rome, however, knows better. 

Transubstantiation is retained in its fullest extent in the above 
creed. The bread and wine are declared to be truly changed inte 
the body and blood of Christ, “truly, really, and substantially.” — 
This certainly isa hard saying; aud one cannot but fear that those 
who say that they believe it, must tamper with their actual convic- 
tions. A harder doctrine, if possible is added. It is said that all 
the bread becomes Christ’s body, and all the wine his blood; yet 
it is then said, that the bread is made both his body and blood, and 
that the wine is made both his blood and body ; “ under either kind 
alone, Christ is received whole and entire.” No mind that compre- 
hends these propositions can believe them all, unless it can believe 
also, that a whole is identical with each of the several parts which 
compose it. 

Purgatory, the invocation of Saints, relics, the honour and vene- 
ration of images, and even indulgences, as being, ‘‘ most wholesome 
to Christian people”—all belong to the creed—all are authoritatively 
avowed in the year 1829, and in one of the capitals of the British 
empire ! 





—_- 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL, 
LEGA CIES. 


To attempt the direction of others in the disposal of their wordly 
goods at their decease, is an undertaking both delicate and invidious, 
There are so many claims upon the kindness, the generosity, and 
the justice of almost every person who leaves an estate behind him, 
that an interference in the settlement of that estate can hardly es- 
cape the charge of interloping. There have been such various and 
multiplied abuses of iafluence over the rch in the bequeathment of 
their property, that the honest man can searcely trust himself, and 
the world is willing to trust nobody,in the exercise of such influence, 
Yet, to a certain extent, it is undoubtedly the duty of ministers of 
the gospel to undertake this nice and unthankful office. It cannot 
be denied, that they are bound to inculcate charity and benificence 
upon all, but more especially upon those who have in the largest 
proportion the means of practising those virtues. Experience too 
plainly confirms what our Lord predicted, that few are less willing 
to do good than those who are most extensively possessed of the 
power. The happy exceptions which occasionally present theim- 
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selves, serve only to set in a clearer light the truth of the general 
assertion. ‘here are many causes of the disinclination of the 
wealthy to lay out their possessions in good works during their life- 
time. Without entering into the consideration of these, of which 
some must be allowed to be almost insuperable to flesh aud blood 
we may surely take it for granted that they do exist, and reason 
upon the assumption of what every man’s senses can assure him 
that they do operate, to the limitation of charitable and benevolent 
acts below the extent which our Saviour has assigned forthem. It 
is a natural and a fair question, should*no endeavour be made, if 
not to remove, to remedy this erroneous practice? If the wealthie,y 
portion of mankind cannot be prevailed on to make the proper use 
of their riches while they live, must they be considered as utterly 
out of the jurisdiction of the laws of charity?) May not the pro- 
perty which ought to have been applied to the purposes for which 
God gave it, before, be still recovered for those uses at the hour of 
death? May not that which has been accumulated by a neglect of 
the divine command “to do good and distribute,’ or by niggardliness 
in the exercise of enjoined benevolence, be claimed as the lawful 
property of the needy and destitute? Surely, there is no reasona- 
bleness in the supposition, that because a man has throughout his 
life betrayed the trust committed to him by his Maker, and wronged 
a portion of mankind who had just claims upon his bounty, he should 
be encouraged or permitted to go out of the world without an attempt 
at restitution. The Clergyman is the ambassador of Christ to men, 
charged with the promulgation of his laws, and with the duty of pro- 
moting their fulfilment by mankind. He is, so to speak, intrusted 
with the interests of God and Christ, and it is his duty to see that 
these are not neglected or encroached on. Why, then, should he 
not lay claim to that portion of the possessions of a dying man of 
wealth which ought to have been appropriated by him to the fulfil- 
ment of the will of God, in promoting the happiness of mankind? 

The world will doubtless exclaim against an interference of this 
kind. It has reason soto do. What is claimed for God, is taken 
from the world. What is devoted to the relief of the distressed, the 
succour of the afflicted, the spread of the gospel, the advancement 
of religion, is all subtracted from the disposable fund of vanity and 
folly. But this should be an additional inducement to the servant 
of Christ to undertake an office in itself unpleasant. He not only 
discharges his duty to his master, but at the same time he inflicts 4 
blow upon his adversary. 

The question is, whether what undoubtedly belongs to God, and 
as unquestionably was intended by him to do good to men, shall be 
claimed for him, and applied to that high and holy end, or be qui- 
etly transferred to the vice of this world, to be applied to the sup- 
port of its lying vanities, if not to the increase of sin and misery.— 
The character of the expectants of a rich man’s property has noth- 
ing to do with the decision of this question. A thousand contin- 
gencies may remove it from their control, or destroy their good 
intentions. The very possession of wealth insensibly works @ 
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change which is disadvantageous to the interests of religion. 
It can hardly be expected that the heir of an estate, or the legatee 
of a deceased capitalist, should entertain a propor notion of his ac- 
countability to God for his new acquisitions. At all events, the same 
causes will operate to prevent, or to reduce the limits of his 
charity, which worked upon his predecessor. He has no prior right 
to what, if the person of whom he inherits had done his duty, could 
never have been left to him. There is, therefore, no interference 
with bis claims, if the minister of Christ attempts a recovery of that 
portiou for his master’s service. 

Respect for the character of the rich should have still less influ- 
ence in preventing a Clergyman’s endeavours to procure a testa- 
mentary remembrance of the poor and needy, whether spiritually or 
temporally destitute. It is no imputation of unusual apathy or co- 
vetousness, to remind a man of his duty in this respect. Unfortu- 
nately the prevalence of motives counteracting charitable disposi- 
tions is far too great to leave their operation uncommon or pecu- 
liarly disgraceful. In reminding an aged man of wealth, of his duty 
to the poor, he is treated as a man, and supposed to have acted as, in 
like circumstances, a majority of mankind would have acted. He is 
considered as disqualified by almost insuperable hindrances, from 
judging of his own condition and obligations. He is merely soli- 
cited to examine his account with his Maker for the goods intrust- 
ed to him, and to settle it quickly, before he be called to judgment. 

The conclusion, from the preceding premises, is manifest. The 
Clergyman who suffers fear of worldly censure, false delicacy with 
respect to interfering with the claims of heirs and legatees, or dread 
of giving offence to the individuals themselves, to prevent him 
from reminding the rich among his flock of the duty of remember- 
ing religious and charitable institutions in the testamentary dispo- 
sition of their property, neglects a portion of his duty as an ambas- 
sador of God. He betrays the interest of his Master, and renders 
himself, by his silence, an accomplice of those who misuse his gifts. 


-—=-- 
FROM BUDD, ON INFANT BAPTISM. 


A SPONSOR'S ADDRESS TO A GOD-CHILD. 


My Dear Child: There can be no doubt, I think, in your mind, 
that you are a sinner against God; the Bible teaches you this, and 
your daily experience teaches you the same. You know that you 
are indebted to him for all things; be made you, he preserves you, 
he has redeemed vou; and what returns do you make 'o him for all 
this kindness? Doyou pray tohim? You know what atrouble it 
is to you to engage in prayer, and how thoughtlessly and coldly 
you perform this duty. You should fear, respect, and reverence 
him ; but in your prayers how little reverence do you show for him; 
how carelessly and inattentively do you conduct yourself! You 
should love him “ with all” your “ heart, mind, soul and strength ;” 
now if you love him with all your heart, you will prefer him to every 
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person and every thing; but do you not love your parents better 
than God, and do you not love many foolish trifles more than you 
love him? And as to loving your neighbour as well as yourself, 
you know how unwilling you are to give to another, even to your 
own friends, any part of that which you have set your heart upon. 
Now all this is sin, for it is not doing what God’s holy law com- 
mands you to do; and it all springs from an evil heart of unbelief 
in the living God; with which evil heart you came into the world, 
and which your parents as well as yourself derived from the fall of 
our common parent, Adam. Tus, being a sinner by nature, you are 
achild of wrath, for you are ** not able to do these things of” your- 
self, “ nor to walk in the commandments of God,” nor “to serve 
him.” 

Think then in what a dreadful state you were born; “‘ by nature” 
you are a “child of wrath,” and being a child of wrath, your just 
portion is everlasting punishment. But see what mercy God has 
shown you; for through his mercy in giving his ouly Son for you, you 
are nolonger a child of wrath, but a child of grace; you are again ad- 
mitted as the child of God by adoption; for God in his holy word has 
givenus “‘excerding great and precious promises,” (2 Peteri. 4.) which 
he has adapted to us in our different relations and conditions as fal- 
len sinners. Children have promises made to them, and parents have 
promises made to them. Now God has greatly encouraged Chris- 
tian parents to devote their children to him, and to bring them up 
to love and to fear him. And all these promises are summed up in 
that gracious act of our Lord Jesus Christ, when he reproved those 
who would have kept little children from him as they brought them 
to him for a blessing ; and when he said, “* Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of God.” When you were an infant, your parents chose me as 
your God-father, your spiritual parent, to present you to the Chur: h 
for Baptism ; in this office of kindness to you I willingly engage : 
and because the Church requires of all “ persons to be baptised, r. - 
pentance whereby they forsake sin, and faith whereby they ste:- 
fastly believe the promises of God made to them in that Saer - 
ment ;” and as you were then an infant, and “ by Teasoun of you: ’ 
then “tender age you could not perform them,”—* I promise d 
them both” for you before the Church as sour “surety,” which 
promise, when you come of age you yourself “ are bound to per- 
form.” 

And now you are arrived at sufficient age to understand these 
things, let me remind you first of the engagements which I have ue 
dertaken for you. I promised first, that you “ should renounce” the 
great enemy of God, “the devil, and all his works,” for he was a 
liar and “‘a murderer from the beginning ;” (John viii. 44.) and not 
only the devil, but “this wicked world,” which is indeed a world 
lying in wickedness, with all its pomps, and all its vanity, which 
encourage you to self-exaltation and self-display: and that you 
should renounce “ all the sinful lusts of the flesh,” which you so 
frequently feel the power of, and which are so constantly stirriug 
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you up to perform your own desires in preference to the will of 
God. The secoud promise | wade for you was, * that you should 
believe all the Articies of the Christian Faith :” which are the prin- 
ciples of your conduct, and without which it is impossible that you 
can be either holy or happy. The last promise wade for you was, 
“that you should keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk 
in the same all the days of your life.” You see then how large and 
important the engagements are which | have undertaken for you, so 
large and important that [ could vet have thought of undertaking 
them but on the security of a divine promise: but I saw you desti- 
tute and helpless, and being “ affectionately desirous of you,” and 
believing that God would tavourably allow the “ charitable work” 
of mine in bringing you to his holy baptism, weighty as the charge 
was, since it was ali for your benefit, 1 could not but willingly en- 
gaye to perform it. 

You see then how much is required of you, now that you are of 
sufficient age to understand and to discharge your baptismal obli- 
gations: I ask you now to make good my prowises to the Church : 
the Church expects it both of me aad of you, and God forbid that 
we should disappoint her reasonable expectations. 

Be not discouraged at the difficulty of your undertaking ; believe 
only the rich promises of God, and you shall not fail. “It is true, 
you “are not able to do these things of yourself;” you cannot in 
any strength of your own renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil; you have no ability in either your mind or heart to believe 
one of these articles of your faith; nor can you “ walk in the com- 
mandments of God, and serve him without his special grace :” but 
do not forget, that this grace God is ever ready to give you, and 
that he loves to have you “at all times cali” ou him “* for” it “by 
diligent prayer ;” and as you are now a child of his adoption, you 
are at all times acceptable to him, and his ear is ever open to hear 
you. You have much to encourage you; for remember what bless- 
ed privileges you were admitted to at your baptism: you were first 
“made a member of Christ ;” now I expect the evidences that yo 
are as truly incorporated into, or become a member of Christ’s spi- 
ritual body, as that my arm or my leg are a part of this my natural 
body ; and these evidences are, that you live in Jesus Christ by the 
exercise of a lively faith, and that he lives in you by the renewing, 
sanctifying and consoling influence of the spirit. The life, there- 
fore, which I am desirous of seeing you live in the body, is a spi- 
ritual life, which you can only live by “ faith of the Son of God.” 
(Gal. ii. 20.) Let it encourage you to bring all your wants to a 
throne of grace, when you remember that Jesus Christ sits as the 
head of his body the Church, of which I trust you are a lively mem- 
ber, to supply all your wants, and to give you grace sufficient for 
every time of need. 

Let me also encourage you by reminding you, that as you were 
at your baptism “ made a member of Christ,” you were, in virtue of 
this connexion with Jesus Christ, then made “the child of God,” 
also. As God is “ his Father” so he is now your father, not by na- 
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ture, but by adoption and grace. You know, that, as you are a sin- 
ner, you can claim nothing of God; all that you have froin him 
therefore, is in the way of mercy. If I meet a poor ragged house- 
less starving child in the street, he cannot claim one farthing from 
my pocket as his right; much less to be taken into my house ; but 
if f extend my pity still further than this; if 1 take him home to my 
house, make him one of my family, clothe him at my own expense, 
seat him at the same table with myself, and introduce him to my 
friends as my own child, to whom I purpose to leave my property 
when I die; this is freely and graciously to adopt him as my own 
ehild. It is an act of mere pity, of free grace, nothing moving me 
to this act of benevolence but my own will and pleasure. It is 
thus, that, in virtue of your being a member of Christ through faith, 
you become a child of God by adoption: you are one of his family, 
you are of the household of God, not a “ servant but a Son,” (Gal. 
iv. 7.) and therefore entitled to see your Father’s face, to enjoy what 
his house affords, to tell him all your wants, to pour all your com- 
plaints into his bosom, to find access into his presence at all times 
by prayer, and to enjoy a constant seuse of his kindness and love ; 
and this sense of a Father’s kindness and love you will find the 
grand preservative from sin. 

And being thus God’s adopted child, let the third privilege of 
Baptism encourage you to go “‘on your way rejoiciag;” for being 
a child, of God, you are “an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven ;” 
if a child then an heir, an heir of God, and a joint heir with 
Christ. Enjoying the privilege of a child, heaven is given you as 

our everlasting inheritance. It is the free purchase of the blood 
of Christ, graciously and gratuitously bestowed upon you. You 
stand before God in the merits of Christ Jesus; he regards you as 
a portion of his Son, a member of his very body ; and with the love 
wherewith he loves him, he loves yuu also, for “so are we in the 
sight of God as is the very Son of God himself.” (ooker.) 

“Do you not think,” then, since all these things are so evidently 
for your advantage, ‘‘ that you are bound to believe and to do as,” 
we “have promised for your” And should you not say “ yes” in- 
deed I do think so; and it is my firm intention, if God help me 
with his grace, to believe and to do as you have promised for me; 
and I heartily thank our heavenly Father that he hath thus called 
me from my natural state of sin and condemnation, to this state of 
salvation, of free mercy and mere grace through the channel of all 
his mercies, Jesus Christ our Saviour; and it shall be my constant 
prayer to God to give me his grace, that I may continue in this 
same state of salvation-by grace, to the very end of my life, when 
the grace which he has bestowed on me on earth shall be perfected 
in the glory of heaven ? 

You do well to say “ unto my Jife’s end,” for it is yours to dis- 
eharge the baptismal vows, and to enjoy baptismal privileges to the 
very last gasp of your mortal life; and of this the Church will not 
fail to remind you. Whenever you are ill, you will be told of “ the 
profession which you made unto God in your baptism :” and at 
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your confirmation, the Bishop will make the most pointed appeal to 
your conscience, whether you are willing to confirm, in your own 
person, the vows and promises of your baptism. 

Let me conclude, then, by affectionately reminding you, that a 
season is approaching when you are to “ be brought to the Bishop 
to be confirmed by him ;” this “care” is committed to me; and our 
Minister will expect me to see that you are prepared for that solemn 
occasion. The Bishop will then ask you the questions I have just 
now put to you; demanding of you whether you do there in the 
presence of God, and the whole “congregation, renew the solemn 
promise and vow that was made in your name at your baptism ;” 
and on your answering “I do,” as I trust you will through grace 
be enabled to do with all your heart, he will assume that ‘* God”’ 
has *“* vouchsafed to regenerate you by water and the Holy Ghost,” 
and has “given” to you “ forgiveness of all” your “ sins;” aud his 
prayer will be that God would “strengthen” you ‘ with the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter, daily increase” in you “his manifold gifts of 
grace,’ and that you‘ may continue” his “forever.” You see then 
what the Church and its Ministers expect from us, that | should 
present you a truly gracious soul at your confirmation. It is my 
heart’s desire not to disappoint them. I would watch over your 
growing years with the most affectionate solicitude, trusting to 
those kind promises for success, on which alone I undertook the 
interesting office of your God-father; and by which I trust you are 
indeed a “child of God,” and that the Holy Ghost is even now 
“sunctifying” you with “all the elect people of God.” And it is 
my hearty prayer, that you may constantly avail yourself of all the 
means of grace which secure this happy state, so that you “* may 
receive the fullness of grace, and ever remain in the number of” 
the “ faithful and elect children of God.” 


—-—— Ss 


POETRY. 


FROM THE EPISCOPAL WATCHMAN. 


DEATH. 


To die; to be forgot! 
To slumber in oblivion’s gloom, 
To find an everlasting tomb, 
Oh! who can bear the though 











The lovely and the fair, 
Of joyous heart, and lightly bounding tread, 
Meet in the grave with age’s hoary bead, 
And sleep unconscious there. 


The warrior’s arm is strong; 

Victory may ever with his legions ride, 

Yet from his helmet head, and shielded side, 
Death will not tarry long. 
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Yon sun shall find a night, 

On which another morn shall never rise; 

And yon proud hills shal! sink, that with the skies 
Mingles its airy height. 


a 


’Tis thine, destroyer, thine 
Awhile to use thy all-subduing power; 
But even thou shalt find at last an hour, 

Thy trophies to resign. 


He who once burst thy bands, 
And saw thy prostrate powers his conquest own, 
Now, full confest before the eternal throne, 

The world’s Redeemer stands! 


Ob death, though thou can’st speak, 
And ali that’s noble, and all that’s lovely falls; 
There is a voice at whose almighty call 

Their iron sleep shall break. 


Then shall thy reign be o’er ; 
Ages eternal onward still shall roll, 
And still. through all their rounds, shall live the sou!. 
And taste of thee no more. 
a ell 


FROM THE JUVENILE KEEPSAKE. 


Lines addressed to a young Lady, immediately after Confirmation. 


Wilt thou forget, when lowly bending 
Before the altar’s sacred throne, 

The awe and fear alternate blending 
With hopes and joys before unknown ? 


Wilt thou forget thy bosom’s thrilling, 
As passed thy lips the binding vow, 

That hence the Christian's part fulfilling, 
Thou ne’er to vice thy heart would’st bow? 


Wilt thou forget the holy feeling, 
When on thy head the man of God, 
With hands impress’d and eyes appealing, 
A blessing ask’d, deplored the rod? 


Wilt thou forget when once more kneeling, 
To share the pledge of love divine; 

The blissful awe, the rapture stealing, 
That mark’d that pledge of mercy thine ’ 


Oh no! bound to thy heavenly calling, 
God's holy servant thou wilt prove ; 

Go blest! no fear of death appalling, 

Bright fix thine eye on realms above. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


General Convention.—T he stated meeting of this body was opened 
at Philadelphia, on Wednesday the 12th August, with Divine Ser- 
vice, a sermon from Bishop Brownell of Counecticut, on Gal. iv. 
18; and the administration of the Lord’s Supper, in which ordi- 
nance the members of the Convention generally, both Lay and 
Clerical, participated. It was administered by the presiding Bishop, 
Dr. White, assisted by Bishops Hobart, Brownell, and Croes. In 
his sermon, the right Rev. preacher adverted particularly to the 
great number of congregations unsupplied with Ministers, which 
he estimated at about one hundred, as a fact which ought to awa- 
ken the zeal and liberality of our members, as well to assist poor 
congregations, as those institutions whose object is to increase the 
number of our Clergy, the want of whom is the great bar to the 
prosperity of our Church. By a very natural transition, he passed 
to the claims of the institutions founded by the General Convention: 
the Theological Seminary, and the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Societies, as good things in whose favour it became us to 
be “always zealously affected.” It is understood that the sermon 
will be printed, and it is hoped that the plea which was so ably ad- 
dressed to the heart and conscience will be extensively efficacious. 
Immediately after the religious services, the Convention was or- 
ganized. Nine Bishops, (only two being absent) formed their house; 
and forty-seven C ergymen and thirty-three Laymen composed the 
house of Clerical and Lay Deputies. The Rev. Dr. Wyatt was 
elected President, and the Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, Secretary of the 
latter house, and the Rev. Dr. Wilson, Secretary of the House 
of Bishops. Two new divuceses, Kentucky and Tennessee, were 
admitted into the confederacy, and it appeared that of the nineteen 
dioceses attached to it, eighteen were duly represented. Our 
Church has congregations in three other States, and three of the 
territories which are not yet organized as dioceses, and in the only 
two States and one territory in which there are not congregations, 
it is believed that there are several members and friends who would 
gladly form them, if Ministers could be obtained.* 

The ordinary business of the Convention consisted in preparing 
and adopting reports on the State of the Church, of the Theological 
Seminary, and the General Missionary Society; which will be pub- 
lished with the Journal. It appears that there has been an increase 
of the meimbers and Ministers chiefly in the Northern and Western 
States, and if the erection of many Churches, some of them mag- 
nificent, the founding of Colleges, and the instituting of almost in- 
numerable religious Societies, be evidence, we trust, an increase of 
zeal also. The Theological Seminary maintains its reputation.— 


* There have recently been published at Lexington, Sermons by Rev. Dr. Chap- 
man, and an Essay on Episcopacy, by a convert made by those sermons; which 
publications are said to be of the first merit, and promise greatly to promote the 
cause of the Church. 
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There is a deficiency in its income of about $1200, which it is recom- 
mended may be raised by collections at the different places of 
worship; the students are not as many as might reasonably be ex- 
pected, owing to the reluctance of candidates, perhaps too much 
encouraged by their Clergy, to leave their own diocese and home; 
the building, conveniently located near the Hudson, is now com- 
pleted, and the library has a large stock of valuable books, and is 
increasing them. The professors do not relax their exertious, and 
the pupils evidently bave profited by the lessons and examples set 
before them, as is known to all who have heard the ordained preach, 
and have had an opportunity of witnessing the affection which sub- 
sists among them and for their teachers, and the common lively in- 
terest they take in the concerns of the Redeemer’s kingdom. ‘This 
institution has obviously raised the standard of theological attain- 
ment among our Clergy. 

The General Missionary Society is not flourishing, and the rea- 
son is, that in every diocese, (we believe without exception,) there 
are religious societies which obtain a preference. but it is rea- 
sonably hoped that as each diocese becomes stronger, it will com- 
miserate more and more the situation of their distant brethren at 
home and abroad. By the invitation of this Society, it is expected 
that Bishop Brownell will visit those States and territories which 
have not their own Bishop, for the purpose of administering con- 
firmatiou, organizing coogregations, looking up youths and others 
who may be apt and meet for the sacred office, and in geueral pro- 
moting the cause of pure religion. It is understood that the expenses 
of this visit will be defrayed from the amount of collections to be 
made by an agent of the Society, who will accompany the Bishop. 
A generous individual has offered to guarantee whatever deficiency 
for the accomplishment of this important object may exist, so that 
thé present limited funds of the Society will not be used. The 
Bishop may extend his visit to some of the dioceses, provided the 
ecclesiastical authority of the same give the measure their appro- 
bation. Rev. Dr. Onderdonk preached from Rev. i. 20, the annual 
sermon for this Society, and $105 were collected. 

The General Sunday School Union, which is in some measure 
under the control of the General Convention, is in a very flourish- 
ing condition, numbering 1600 schools and 18000 scholars, and is- 
suing monthly 1250 copies of the Family Visiter, and every fort- 
night, 6000 copies of the Child’s Magazine. 

The other business of the meeting consisted in passing several 
new Canons, sundry resolutions, and signing the testimonial 
in favour of the Rev: Dr. Meade, Assistant Bishop elect, of Vir- 

inia. This latter subject gave rise to much discussion, owing to a 
resolution of the Virginia Convention, declaring that Dr. Meade 
was not to be principal Bishop after the decease of the present prin- 
cipal Bishop, unless the Convention, at that time, should elect him 
A majority of 47 to 30 consented to the consecration, annexing to 
their expression of consent, a strong declaration of disapprobation of 
the course Virginia had seen fit to adopt. The belief is generally 
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entertained that Virginia will repeal this resolution, and if she does 
not, a similar case cannot again occur, for a Canon was passed, 
nemine contradicente, expressly prohibiting it. An addition was & 
made to the 33d Canon, so as to prevent Ministers, not of the pa- a 7 
rish, officiating therein without the consent of the proper Minister 
or Ministers thereof. The original Canon contained a provision to 
this effect, but it was not considered sufficiently explicit. Two 
other Canons adopted, had relation to Ministers who have been at- 
tached to other denominations of Christians; and another referred 
to Ministers who discontinue all exercise of the Ministerial Office, 
without lawful cause. 
Several resolutions were adopted, one expressive of pious grati- { 
tude in reference to the bequests of Mr. Kohne ; another of sympa- 
thy with the Church in the death of the late president of the General 
Convention, Rev. Dr. Wilmer; a third, recommending the diocese 
of Tennessee to reconsider an article of their Constitution, which 
makes the Bishop’s sentence on a Clergyman reversible ; a fourth, 
requesting the house of Bishops, inthe view of the alarming deficien- 
ey of Clergy in our Church, to address pious parents, youth, and 
others, on the subjeet; a fifth, requesting the Bishops to express their 
opinion as to the prc per posture in variousparts of the Communion 
Office. so as to effect a desirable uniformity ; and a sixth, request- 
ing them to consider the expediency of providing a prayer to be used 
in our congregations, generally, during the sittings of the General 
Convention, as an act of intercession for that body. 
The house of Bishops entered into a resolution, that it was inex- 
pedient at this time to consider the propositions for certain changes 
in the Prayer Book, which had been before the last Convention, in 
which resolution the other house concurred, there not being a dis 
senting voice. The committee on Canons, asked and obtained 
leave to be continued to the next Convention. The report of the 
committee on setting forth a selection from the Metre Psalms, was 
not adopted, but a resolution was passed requiring them to recon- 
sider the subject, and to have published at least one year before the 
meeting of the next Convention, the proposed selection, that the 
members of the Church, generally, may have an opportunity of in- 
specting it. It was resolved that the next Convention should be held 
on the third Wednesday of October, 1832, in the city of New-York. 
A pastoral letter, from the house of Bishops, replete, as usual, 
with seasonable admonitions and wise lessons, was read in the 
house of Clerical and Lay Deputies, and will be published. | 
The Rev. Dr. Meade was consecrated in the presence of the Con- i" 
vention, being presented by Bishops Moore and Croes. Bishop: Lay 
White preached from Rev. ii. 10, and in the Holy Communion the , 
members of the Convention generally participated. Atthe close of B 
the meeting, a very interesting paper was presented by Wm. Mere- | 
deth, Esq. which was unanimously approved, and ordered to be plac- ft 
ed on record. It expressed a sense of pious gratitude, that such ardent "ne 
desire to promote the great common cause, and so much good feel- ek 
ing had been manifested on this occasion, and that the Convention 
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had brought the several matters whici engaged their solicitude, 
to a happy termination. The members were dismissed as usual, 
bythe benediction of the presiding Bishop, after prayer, and the 
singing of a part of Psalm cxxii. When the Journal is printed, 
we may bring to the view of our readers such particulars as are 
omitted in this retrospect. 


After the foregoing retrospect was in type, we received the N. Y. 
Christian Journal for Sept. from which we have copied the follow- 
ing interesting particulars : 

The following document was unanimously passed in the House 
of Deputies: 

“The members of this House, at the close of its session, desire 
to express collectively, what is felt individually, their unteigned grati- 
fication in relation to the general tenor and character of their deli- 
berations. Although several subjects,themselves of weighty consi- 
deration, but rendered still more interesting by their intimate 
connexion with various and peculiar views and opinions, have been 
discussed, generally with zeal, sometimes with warmth; yet if these 
have ever been disproportioned, in the judgment of some, to fitness 
and strict propriety, we have the pleasure and comfort to know that 
they have vanished even before the occasion which gave rise to them 
had passed away, and given place to the return of feelings worthy of 
the individuals immediately concerned, and highly creditable to 
their hearts and understandings. 

‘* The results of the proceedings, doubtless, have not conformed 
to the wishes of all, but there is discernible neither the spirit of 
triumph nor the sense of defeat ; and while all entertain the belief 
that all have been uncer the guidance of pure motives, they heartily 
join in the desire that the good intended may be more than fulfilled, 
and that the evil apprehended may never come. 

‘*In one respect the members of this House feel special cause 
for thankfulness and congratulation—that while reciprocal esteem 
has more and more increased since the first day of the session, even 
in the opposition of opinion, a review now shows that the influence 
of party feeling, anxiously apprehended by many, if it had found 
an entrance here at all, is disappearing, and that there are not want- 
ing reasons for hope that ere long it will have disappeared alto- 
gether. 

“ Encouraged by, and cherishing this hope, while the members 
of this House separate with strengthened sentiments of mutual con- 
fidence, they will go to their respective homes and dioceses, looking 
-for aid to the source of “all good counsels, and all just works,” 
with the purpose, as far as in them lies, to endeavour to restore 
peace where she has been lost, trusting that the time is not distant 
when, in an increased, single-hearted, and consistent attachment to 
our beloved Church, her doctrine, discipline, and worship, and an 
unmingled desire of advancing her prosperity, shall be merged 
every party and arbitrary distinction, and when Churchmen shall be 
known as such by their devoted attachment to these, by mutual to- 








~~ Ph ~~ — geet Oe ae eee oe OUelhC!|lUL ee eee | ee 


SS -—_ £5: ee Mee 


I 
















1829. | Religious Intelligence. 3ll 


lerance as to things left indifferent, by forbearance and kindness 
towards each other in all things, and by the cultivation and prac- 
tice of Christian virtues and graces—above all, by charity towards 
all. 

“ Ordered, that this minute be entered on the journal as the last 
act of this session.” 

The following Canons were passed during the session : 
Canon I. Of those who have officiated as Ministers among other Denominations of 

Christians, and apply for Orders in this Church. 

Sect. 1. When a person who has been acknowledged as.an or- 
dained Minister among any other denomination of Christians, shall 
apply for orders in this Church, the Bishop to whom application is 
made, being satisfied, on examination according to the Canons, that 
he is a man of piety and unexceptionable character ; that he holds 
the doctrines of the Church, and thut he possesess all the literary 
and other qualifications required, and being furnished with tests 
mouials from the Standing Committee duly convened, may ordain 
him as soon as is convenient. And the Standing Committee may 
receive testimonials of his piety, good morals, and orderly conduct, 
from twelve members of the denomination from which he came: 
provided the members of the Committee have such confidence in 
the persons thus testifying, as to satisfy them of the correctness of 
the testimony; and also a testimonial to the same effect from at 
least one Clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In all 
such cases, the Standing Committee may insert in their testimo- 
nials, the words, ‘‘ we believe him to be sincerely attached to the 
doctrines and discipline of the Protestant Episcopal Church,” in- 
stead of the words, “‘and hath not written, taught, or held, any 
thing contrary to the doctrine or discipline of the Protestant Epis- 

copal Church.” , 

Secr.2. When any person, not a citizen of the United States, who 
has,been acknowledged as an ordained Minister among any other 
denomination of Christians, shall apply for orders in this Church, 
the Bishop to whom application is made, shall require of him, (in 
addition to the above qualifications) satisfactory evidence that he 
has resided at least one year in the United States previous to his 
application. 

The XVIIth Canon of 1808, and 1Vth and Vth of 1820, are here- 
by repealed. 


Canon II. Offences for which Ministers shall be tried and punished. 


If any Minister of this Church shall be accused, by public ru- 
mour, Of discontinuing all exercise of the Ministerial office without 
lawful cause, or of living in the habitual disuse of public worship, 
or of the Holy Eucharist, according to the offices of this Church, 
or of being guilty of scandalous, disorderly, or immoral conduct, or 
of violating the Canons, or preaching or inculcating, heretical doc- 
trine, it shall be the duty of the Bishop, or ecclesiastical authority, 
to see that an inquiry be instituted as to the truth of such public 
rumour. And in case of the individual being proceeded against and 
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convicted, according to such rules or process as may be provided 
by the Conventions of the respective dioceses, he shall be admo- 
nished, suspended, or degraded, as the nature of the case may re- 
quire. 


The XXVIth Canon of 1808, is hereby repealed. 


Caxon III. To govern in the case of a Minister declaring ‘hat he will no longer be « 
Minister of this Church. 

If any Minister of this Church, against whom there is no ecclesi- 
astical proceeding instituted, shall declare to the Bishop of the 
diocese to which he belongs, or to any ecclesiastical authority for 
the trial of Clergymen, or, where there is no Bishop, to the Stand- 
ing Committee, his renunciation of the Ministry, and his design not 
to officiate in future in any of the offices thereof, it shall be the duty 
of the Bishop, or, where there is no Bishop, of the Standing Com- 
mittee, to record the declaration so made. And it shall be the duty 
of the Bishop to displace him from the Ministry, and to pronounce 
and record, in the presence of two or three Clergymen, that the per- 
son so declaring has been displaced from the ministry in this 
Church. In any diocese in which there is no Bishop, the same 
sentence may be pronounced by the Bishop of any other diocese, 
invited by the Standing Committee to attend for that purpose. In 
the case of displacing from the Ministry, as above provided for, it 
shall be the duty of the Bishop to give notice thereof to every 
Bishop of this Church, and to the Standing Committee in every 
diocese wherein there is no Bishop. And in the case of a person 
making the above declaration fur causes not affecting his moral 
standing, the same shall be declared. 

The VIIth Canon of 1820, is hereby repealed. 


Canosa IV. Concerning Ministers removing from one Diocese or State to another 


Sect. 1. No Minister removing from one diocese to another, or 
coming from any State or District which may not have acceded to 
the Constitution of this Church, shall be received as a stated officiat- 
ing Minister by any congregation of this Church, until he shall 
have presented to the vestry thereof a certificate from the Bishop or 
ecclesiastical authority of the diocese or State to which he is about 
to remove, that he has produced satisfactory testimonials that he 
has not been justly liable to evil report, for error in religion, or vi- 
ciousness of life, during the three years last past: or, in case the 
party has been subjected to proceedings, or to inquiry, in conse- 
quence of any charges subjecting him to censure, the fact of acquit- 
tal or exoneration from such charges may be stated in lieu of testi- 
monials in the preceding terms; which testimonials or statement, 
shall be signed by the Bishop or Bishops, or, where there. is 00 
Bishop, by the majority of the clerical members of the Standing 
Committee, or Committees, of the diocese or dioceses wherein be 
has resided; which Committee or Committees, shall, in all cases, 
be duly convened ; or, in case he comes from a State or district not 
in connexion with this Church, and having no Convention, by three 
Clergymen of this Church. Nor shall any Minister, so removiug: 
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be acknowledged by any Bishop or Convention as a Minister of 
the Church to which he removes, until he shall have produced the 
aforesaid testimonial. 

Sect. 2. Every Minister shall be amenable for any offences 
committed by him to the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese in 
which he is canonically resident, at the time of the charge. 


The XXXIst Canon of 1808, is hereby repealed. 
Canon V. Of Assistant Bishops. 


When the Bishop of a diocese is unable, by reason of old age, or 
other permanent cause of infirmity, to discharge his Episcopal du- 
ties, one Assistant Bishop may be elected by and for the said dio- 
cese, who shall in all cases succeed the Bishop in case of surviving 
him. ‘The Assistant Bishop shall perform such Episcopal duties, 
and exercise such Episcopal authority in the diocese, as the Bishop 
shall assign to him; and in case of the Bishop’s inability to assign 
such duties, declared by the Convention of the diocese, the Assistant 
Bishop shall, during such inability, perform all the duties , and ex- 
ercise all the authorities, which appertain to the office of Bishop. 
No person shall be elected or consecrated a Suffragan Bishop, nor 
shall there be more than one Assistant Bishop in a diocese at the 
same time. 

Canon VI. Respecting Churches in which Divine Service is celebrated in a Foreign 
Language. 

When a Clergyman coming from a foreign country, and profess- 
ing to be regularly ordained, shall be called to a Church of this 
communion in which divine service ts celebrated in a foreign lan- 
guage, he may, with the approbation of the Bishop of the diocese in 
which such Church is situated, acting with the advice and consent 
ofthe Standing Committee, or with the unanimous approbation of 
the Standing Committee, if there be no Bishop, and on complying 
with the other requisitions of the Canons, settle in the said Church, 
as the Minister thereof, without having resided one year in the 
United States, any thing in the 36th Canon of L808 to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And when a person, not a citizen of the United 
States, who has been acknowledged as an ordained Minister of any 
other denomination of Christians, applies for orders in this Church, 
on the ground of a call to a Church in which Divine Service is cele- 
brated in a foreign language, the Standing Committee of the dio- 
cese to which the said Church belongs, may, on sufficient evidence 
of fitness according to the Canons, and by an unanimous vote at a 
meeting duly convened, recommend him to the Bishop for orders, 
and the Bishop may then ordain him, and he may be settled and in- 
stituted into the said Church, without bis producing a testimenial 
to his character by a Clergyman, from his personal knowledge of 
him for one year, and without his having been a year resident in 
this country, any thing in any other Canon of this Church to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Provided, That in both of the above 
cases, the person applying, produce a certificate, signed by at least 
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four respectable members of this Church, that they have satisfactory 
reason to believe the testimonials to his religious, moral and literary 
qualifications to be entitled to full credit. 


Canon VII. In addition to Canon 33, of 1808. 


Where parish boundaries are not defined by law, or otherwise, 
each city, borough, village, town, or township, in which there is one 
Protestant Episcopal Church or congregation, or more than one 
such Church or congregation, shall be held, for all the purposes of 
the 33d Canon of 15U8,to be the parish or parishes of the Protestant 
Episcopal Clergyman or Clergymen having charge of said Church 
or Churches, congregation or congregations. 


Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—At the first triennial 
meeting of this Society, held in Philadelphia, Aug. 13, 1829, the 
following persons were elected Managers, for the three Southern 
dioceses; For North-Carolina, The Rev. John Avery, Rev. Wil- 
liam M. Green; George E. Badger, Gavin Hogg. For South- 
Carolina, The Rev Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D. Rev. Frederick 
Dalcho, M. D.; the Hon. Thomas S. Grimke, Archibald E. Miller, 
John W. Mitchell, Ebenezer Thayer, For Georgia, The Rev. 
Hugh Smith; Dr. J. B. Read, John F. Lloyd. 

Diocese of Mississippi.—The fourth annual Convention was held 
in St. Paul’s Church, Woodville, on the 6th and 7th May last. ‘Two 
Clergymen were present, and nine Lay-Delegates. The number of 
Clergymen in the diocese, is five. The Parochial Reports give the 
following aggregate: Baptisms, adults, 4; Infants, 35; Coloured, 
4; Total, 43. Marriages, 15. Communicants, 43. Burials, 14. 
Sunday School Scholars, 36. The following persons were elected 
the Standing Committee, viz. The Rev. James A. Fox, Rev. A. A. 
Muller; Henry W. Huntington, Martin W. Ewing. The follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted, viz. ‘In regard to the five resolu- 
tions of the General Convention of 1526, proposing certain altera- 
tions in the Liturgy, &c. submitted by them to the several State 
Conventions, for their concurrence or dissent: Resolved, That this 
Convention concur in the first and third of said Resolutions, and 
dissent from the remaining three, and also, the proposed alteration 
in the 2d clause of the Sth article of the Constitution.” 

Toleration.—The Roman Catholics frequently remind us of reli- 
gious toleration in the U. S.; the Connecticut Observer informs us 
what is understood bv the phrase in Italy. Even in Rome itself, 
says that print, such is the present exuberance of toleration, “ the 
Protestant is left free to practise the rites of his own religion.”— 
The amount of freedom enjoyed by Protestants in the dominions of 
the Pope, is this: At the special request of the English Ambassa- 
dor, Protestants are permitted to meet in one building in the suburbs 
of the city. Here they may hold religious worship, but under a guard 
of soldiers in the service of his Holiness. They are not permitted to 
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do even this, within the walls of Rome. If this be freedom of reli- 
gious worship, we beg to know what intolerance is? It is noturious, 
that Protestant works on civil and religious liberty, are, to a great 
extent, banished from Rome; and an Editor who should there at- 
tack the religion of the Romish Church, as Protestantism is attack- 
ed in this country, would soon have some practical knowledge of 
what is meant by toleration in the realms of the Pope. 


Green Bay.—The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U. S. says the Episcopal 
Watchman, are about to commence, under the patronage of the go- 
verninent of the U. S., a Missionary and Education Establishment 
at Green Bay, in the "Michigan Territory, to aid in instructing, 
civilizing, and Christianizing the Indians in that vicinity. The 
institution will be under the superintendence of the Rev. Richard 
F. Cadle, who is now on his way to Green Bay, to commence ope- 
rations. 

American Christian Observer.—Messrs. Putman & Hunt, of Bos- 
ton, have issued proposals for publishing monthly, a Religious and 
Literary Review and Magazine, to be entitled the American Christian 
Observer, and to be conducted on the principles of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the U. 8S. The plan of the work will be suffi- 
ciently understood by the title. The publishers state that they have 
received pledges of active and continued support from some of the 
principal Clergymen and Laymen of the Church; and in addition 
to assistance which may be expected from the talents of an expe- 
rienced Editor, they state, that they intend to secure contributions, 
by paying for them, at the rate of one dollar for each printed page. 
— Boston Daily Adv. 


Religion in South-America.—A letter from Callao, Peru, dated 
Feb. 23, 1829, published in the Baltimore Gazette, gives the fol- 
lowing account of the manner in which the Roman Catholic 
Christians of that region, observe the Sunday. “ Here, as in 
old Spain, they are passionately fond of Bull-fighting; than 
which nothing can be more sportless and bloody. The evenings of 
Sunday are usually set apart for this celebration; there is a strange 
inconsistency in the Spanish character; both in the old aad new 
world, in which they associate the extremes of piety and vice. On 
Sunday mornings, you see them at Mass, conning their Rosaries, 
and prostrating themselves before the elevation of the Host, with 
the most reverential genuflexions, After the sun has crossed the 
meridian, you will find the same individuals in the Bull-ring, or 
Cockery, in moods as irreligious as though God had never been in 
their thoughts. The amphitheatre in which these amusements are 
celebrated, is a government house, which yields a handsome reve- 
nue, and is capacious enough to contain ten thousand spectators. 
The Vice-roys thought it no derogation to preside in regalia on 
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those occasions, and I am sorry to say, the Presidents of the Re- 
public have followed the example of their predecessors.” 

The London University.—T his institution, it will be remembered, 
was founded on the principle of entire exemption from religious 
control. Theology was not to form a part of its course of instruc- 
tion. - Religious persons took offence at this determination, and 
measures were immediately taken, and prosecuted, to establish The 
King's University, upon the principles of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. It is now stated, “‘ that a second College is to be established 
in connexion with the London University, where the religious educa- 
tion is to be conducted on the principles and discipline practised in 
Oxford and Cambridge. A chapel] of the Church of England is to 
be included in the College.” 

London Jews’ Society.—At the last anniversary of this Society, it 
was stated, that the receipts for the preceding year, were between 
5 and $600,000, besides what was received for the support of an 
institution at Warsaw, for the relief of Jewish converts, and in- 

uirers after truth, by enabling them to obtain the means of liveli- 
hood by their own labour. The number of children at Bethnal 
Green is 83. The Society has schools at Hamburg, Posen, Dant- 
zic, Dresden, Madras, Bombay, and other places, containing in all 
about 500 pupils. Thirty-six Missionary agents are at present 
in connexion with the Society, of whom twelve are of the Jewish 
nation, besides subordinate teachers in the various schools. 

Something new.—The followiug article is taken from the Cal- 
vinistic Magazine, published in Rogersville, Ten. for August 1829, 
p. 233: “IT bave been told that the Presbyterian Church govern- 
ment was the model by which the government of the United States 
was formed ; and certain it is, that they are just alike; and that 
the framers of our Church government, could not have copied from 
the Constitution of the United States, for ours is older by (perhaps) 
150 years.” We should like to see these assertions proved.— 
“ Straws show which way the wind blows.” 

British and Foreign Bible Society.—Extract from a speech deli- 
vered by the Rev. Mr. Richard, a Missionary among the Jews. 

‘J have had instances, in which loads of Bibles have been sent 
to me, which have been soon quite exhausted; and the Jews would 
follow me to another town, hoping that I should meet them there 
with a fresh supply of books. There was one circumstance which 
was very delightfulto me: Two young Jews, the pupils of a famous 
Rabbi, had been entreating me to sell them a New Testament, at a 
reduced price; but as I refused for a time, because it was the only 
one I had remaining, the two youths at last fell down on the ground 
and embraced my knees, so that I could no longer refrain, but gave 
them my New Testament; and with much happiness carried it home. 
I visited one town in Silesia, where a Jewish teacher called on me, 
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and acknowledged his gratitude for the services I had rendered 
him; and on my inquiry in what they consisted, he said, ‘Sir, two 
years ago, you left a New Testament in this place: it fell into my 
hand, and, upon reading it a second time, I felt convinced that Je- 
sus of Nazareth was the true Messiah ; and, since that time, reading 
the New Testament has been my great delight.’ On the bounda- 
ries of Bohemia, I came to a town called I there met with 
an individual who seemed anxious to circulate the Bible among the 
few Protestants in that town, and likewise amongst the Roman Ca- 
tholics ; and it will be interesting to you to hear that this individual, 
surrounded by Roman Catholics, was a converted Jew, the son of 
the famous Moses Mendelsohn. But not only among the Jew=, but 
among the Gentiles, the power of the Gospel is felt deeply. A Doc- 
tor of Divinity in Silesia, to whom I was introduced, was sometime 
since, one of the greatest enemies to the Gospel; but while he was 
endeavouring to write against it, and to settle himself more sted- 
fastly in his own principles, it struck him that he had never read 
his Bible, though he had preached from texts in it. He began to 
read it; but had not long been reading the first pages, when it struck 
him that if this book was indeed the truth, then all the edifice he 
had built for himself must be broken down. This conviction in- 
creased more and more, till it pleased the Lord to impress him with 
the spirit of that book; and he is not only nowa truly pious and 
converted Christian, but he has been the means of turning many 
from darkness to light.” 
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OBITUARY NOTICES. 
MEMOIR OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 


Died, on the 13th Aug. Fowarn De Sr. Jutian Braicsrorp, third son of Edward 
Brailstord, M. D. of this city, aged 11 years and 11 months. 

The short life, and the unexpected death of this interesting child, were so replete 
with extraordinary incident and sentiment, that a friend is induced to make them 

ublic, under the persuasion, that they may not only be interesting, but, by the divine 
lscilée. advantageous to his Sunday School companions. The benefits derived 
from early religious instruction, were clearly displayed in this child, and show, dis- 
tinctly, how incumbent it is upon parents to send their children to these seminaries 
of religious instruction ; and upon children to attend, with peculiar care, and sedu- 
lous attention, the wholesome counsels and admonitions which they receive from 
their zealous and pious instrucrers. 

The uncommon intellect of Edward, began to dawn at the early age of four years, 
when he first attended the Sunday School, at St. Philip's Church; and shone with 
a splendour at six, that is seldom discernable at so tender an age. He discovered 
an acuteness of understanding, which thirsted after religious knowledge, and readily 
embraced and comprehended passages in Scripture, which many older children 
thought were abstruse and incomprehensible. He evinced an unusual degree of 
piety, and invariably selected for his reading, such passages in the Bible, and such 

salms and Hymns, as displayed more particularly, the divine virtues and merits of 
our blessed. Redeemer. 

In turning over the leaves of his Sunday School prize book, the beautiful hymn, 
beginning with: 

“‘ Jesus! shall it ever be, 
A mortal man asham'd oi Thee! 
Ashamed of Thee, whom Angels praise, 
Whose glories shine through colleen days!” 





+ A 


SE a ad 


4 “ 
4 
= 

4 . i 
: 


*" 
* 
ve 
3? 
a 
vi 
-‘s 





a dad 





ST IE Pe Se ate, ie 
fF 5 = ~ 
_ 


- 


=m 
_ 


rt © yee ee elie te 














318 Obituary. [October, 


struck him with such peculiar force, that he ran, in raptures, to his mother, and re- 

uested her permission to read it to her, that she might enjoy with bim its unspeaka- 
ble beauties. He expressed himself, with such peculiar emphasis of feeling, in 
reading this hymn, that he excited the astonishment and admiration of those who 
heard him. 

When circumstances prevented him from attending public worship, and the 
Church service was read at home, he would select the above hymn in preference 
to any other, and would sing it with such pious enthusiasm, and heart-felt devotion 
as rendered it truly interesting to his family. On these occasions, he was always 
active in calling the family together, and manifested a zeal and interest in the ser. 
vice which showed a heart fraught with that genuine piety, which not only de- 
lighted in offering up prayers and praises for itself, but equally desirous that others 
should partake with him in the highest felicity, we are capable of enjoying on earth. 
His Sunday School books. ponerely. engaged his attention on the Lord’s day; he 
would commit to memory the Collect, and would say the Church Catechism. In 
addition to this, he would erect his desk and pulpit, and would read to the younger 
children and servants, some of the most appropriate prayers, out of the Book of 
Common Prayer, and in the most fervent and impressive manner After this, he 
would read a chapter in the New Testament, with an emphasis peculiar to himself, 
with which he would close the morning's devotion He was fond, at times, of read 
ing the most sublime passages in Shakspeare, and would repeat the interview be- 
tween Hamlet, and his father’s ghost, with an air and countenance. and tone of 
voice, which excited the greatest pleasure in the mind of his hearers. 

At an earl riod of life, he would kiss his parents with great fervour, and say to 
them: “God bless you.” And when they in return would kiss him, ‘“‘ and hope 
that God would bless him, and make him a good boy, and a good man,” he would 
invariably answer, “ Yes! Lhope a good boy, but God will never make me a man.” 

The Sunday preceding his death, he attended St. ‘ichael’s Church, and after 
divine service was over, he passed through the various duties of the Sunday School, 
received a ticket for punctual attendance, and was presented with an interesi- 
ing volume. After this, he went with several of his young friends to visit a grave 
in the cemetary of this Church, and after beholdin. it awhile, he observed, with 
some gravity, ‘well! my /riends, you must prepare soon to visit mine.” Finding 
they were disposed to treat his gloomy prediction with some levity, he made no 
further remark. He discovered no depression of spirits, and his usual vivacity did 
not forsake him. He was naturally affectionate, and possessed great suavity of 
manners. On the day of his attack. he said to his mother: ‘‘ my dear mother, you 
do not kiss me as often as you used to do; you must kiss me now;”’ and he embraced 
her with uncommon fervour and affection. During his illness, which was short and 
acute, his pious mind, and courteous deportment, were peculiarly manifest and inter- 
esting. He frequently and fondly embraced his parents, with eyes suffused with tears, 
and appeared to be conscious that he would not continue with them long. He always 
thanked them, when any thing was tendered for his comfort and gratification; and 
when medicine was offered, he uniformly said, ‘I will take it to oblige you; but it 
will be all useless.” This he had never remarked before, although four times he had 
been critically ill; on these occasions, he at times requested that rel-gious exer- 
cises might be used in his chamber, and he joined in them with uncommon devo- 
tion. On Wednesday, during his sickness, he fancifully, but solemnly observed to 
his mother, ‘‘ this very morning early, Miss J**** P******, whose death has been so 

nerally lamented, rose from her earthly grave, to ascend to the bosom of her 
God! tor, you know, our blessed Saviour rose on the third day, and ascended into 
heaven, to be seated on the right hand of God, in glory everlasting!’ He further 
observed to her, with a countenance peculiarly expressive, “will not little Angel 

irits be permitted to hover around their parents, and brothers, and sisters, with 
their accustomed affection here on earth?” It was in this indirect manner that he 
endeavoured to convey to his doting parents, the prospect of their speedy sepa- 
ration, as if he dreaded the idea of being instrumental in imparting a pang to 
their bosoms. Finding his dissolution fast approaching, he kissed his parents, with 
the warmest affection, and on Thursday, about seven in the evening, without @ 
struggle or a groan, his spirit took its flight, to repose in the bosom of its Saviour 
and its God. | 

On his return from Sunday School, a short time before his death, he visited @ 


friend, and found bim in a loose attire, which plainly showed he had not attended 
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Divine Worship on that day. With a look of surprise, Edward observed to him, 
“Why! have you not been at Church to-day ?”’ and then, with a graceful and plea- 
sant air, gave him the foilowing friendly reproof, in the hymn beginning: 


* Lord, how delightful ‘tis to see 
A whole assembly worship Thee : 
At once they sing, at once they pray, 
They bear of heaven, and learn the way.” 


When speaking of the munificence of God, and of the gratitude due to him by 
mortals, Edward would sometimes repeat, as expressive of his sentiments, the bymn 
beginning: 

“When all thy mercies, O my God! 
My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I’m lost 
In wonder love, and praise.” 


He transcribed, at full length, in one of his little historical books, the 150th psalm, 
which so emphatically displays the supremacy of God, and the praise and thanks- 
giving due to Him by created beings. 

It was such impressive and sublime pass: ges of praise to the Creator of all things, 
that more particularly engaged his attention. He would dwell upon them with 
delight, and seid them to others, that they might enjoy with him the ineffable plea- 
sure he himself experienced on such interesting occasions. Although necessarily 
engaged in other studies, his transcribing this psalm in an historical beok, clearly 
shows, that while discharging the common concerns and duties of the day, his mind 
would be occasionally contemplating the glory and majesty of his Creator. 

On one occasion when the children were engaged at Sunday School the Rector 
of the Church inquired of the boys, whether any of them rea’ their Bible regularly 
every day? Edward advanced with a courteous air, and observed, “IL regularly, sir, 
read the lessons of the day; sometimes to my mother, and sometimes to myself, as 
may be most convenient.’’ The Rector was so much nleased with his manner and 
his answer, that he commended him highly, in the presence of the class, and pre- 
sented him with a copy of Duffie’s admirable sermon, addressed to children. 

His amiable disposition may be seen by this fact. He could never remain long 
under any provocation, or the torture of disaffection: and if any thing occurred to 
produce such effect, he could not remain satisfied, until some ostensible act, or ex- 
pression from the aay interested, fully convinced him of the renewal of their fa- 
vour and reconciliation, which, with Christian benevolence, he would generally 
invite. This was in accordance with the following verse, which he often repeated 
and sung, with much satisfaction : 


“‘ Forgive us Lord, for thy dear Son, 
The ills that we this day have done; 
That, with the world, ourselves, and Thee, 
We, e’er we sleep, at peace may be ”’ 


By his affectionate manner and engaging deportment, he rendered himself en- 
dearing to all who knew him; but his memory will be long deeply engraven on 
the minds and hearts of his young associates. It was an interesting sight to see 
them collecting from — quarter of the city, to the last tribute of respect 
to their deceased friend; the beloved companion of their youthful years. They 
came to take the last farewell of that now cold and lifeless form, shrouded for its 
earthly abode! and to view with unutterable sorrow, the insensibility of one, who 
was always accustomed to greet their approach, with the ardour of friendship and 

oy It was a silent, though sensible, and deep-toned eloquence, which spoke vo- 
umes in his favour, and showed how much he had been beloved. 

Yes! my young friends! however deeply we may feel the wound which death 
has inflicted in our bosoms, we must not weep for him as those who sorrow without 
hope! He is gone, we trust, to regions of glory and immortality. and is far re- 
moved from our disquietudes and sorrows. That voice, which offered up bymns of 
raises here, ‘now warbles sweet symphonies to our Universal Father, Lord, and 
ng; and his fair brow happily encircled with a never-fading crown of glo " 
On Friday, the 14th August, his corpse was conveyed to St. Philip's Church, 


where his little feet had often conveyed him, with a quickened pace, and a heart of 


pleasure and devotion, to join in the public worship of Almighty God. The burial 
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service was solemnly read by Bishop Bowen; after which, the following appro- 
priate hymn was sung, which, with the deep tones of the organ, made an impres. 
sion on our minds and hearts, that cannot easily be effaced. 


“ How short the race our friend has run, 
Cut down in all his bloom! 
The course but yesterday begun 
Now finish’d in the tomb!” &c. 


He was interred in the cemetary of that Church, where his mortal remains wil| 
be mingled with their nt earth. On the succeeding Sunday, it was truly affecting 
to see bis youn friends, and bereaved associates, mournfully encircling his grave, 
to view the cold sod under which he reposed. 

One of his youthful companions, with a heart warmed with affection and bene. 
volence, approached the grave of his lamented friend, and planted a geranium atits 
head, with the following inscription attached to it: “It is particularly requested, 
that no one will pull this up or disturb it;” as ifto evince to the world, that though 
he rests in the cold and silent grave, insensible to our sorrows and our affections, 
We are not unmindful of those virtues, those affectionate caresses, and those smiles 
of friendship, which illumined his intelligent countenance, and beamed inexpressible 
joys upon our own. But my young friends, though the sunshine of your happiness, 
and that of our own, has been transiently obscured by the passing cloud of death, 
yet, sooner or later, we shall pass the confines of the grave, and through the media- 
tion of the Redeemer, may be enabled to join the saints in light, where our beloved 
young friend, and kindred spirits, will hail our coming with inexpressible delight. 


Died at Mobile, on the 7th of August last, the Rev. William H. Judd, a Mis. 
sionary of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of our Church, at Tusca- 
loosa, in Alabama. 


Died at Tallahassee, in Florida, on the 5th of August last, the Rev. Horatic N 
Gray, a Missionary of the same Society, at that place. 


eee 


EBPISsSJOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Pennsylvania. On Sunday, August 9th, 1829, in Christ Church, Phila- 
delphia, the Rev. isaac Pardee, Deacon, of . elaware, was admitted to the Holy 
Order of Priests: And on Sunday, August 16th, in St. Mary’s Church, Hamiltonville, 
the Rev. Raymond Alphonso Henderson, Deacon, Missionary of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society, at St. Augustine, was admitted to the same Holy 
Order; And Mr John Swan, a Candidate from Maryland, was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right. Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of New-York. On Sunday, August 23d, 
1829, in St. Peter’s Church, Albany, Mr. Hewlet R. Peters, was admitted to the 
Holy Order ot Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. On Friday, 
August 28th, 1829, at Bristol, R. I. Mr. Sabine, formerly a Congregational Ministe: 
in on, was adinitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 


CONSECRATION. 


the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of New York. On Monday, Augast “Ath, 
1829, St. Panl’s Church in Albany, was solemnly consecrated to the Christian 
worship of Almighty God. 
—p>— 


CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER. 


4. Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity, 
5. Quarterly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society. 
11. Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 18. Eighteenth Sunday after Trinsty. 
21. Anniversary of the Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the 
Clergy of the Protestant | piscopal Church, in the State of South-Carolina. 
25. Nineteenth Sunday after Trinily. 28. St. Simon and St. Jude. 





